I C Y H OT Icelandic voyages reveal sophisticated citizens and volcanic landscapes.

Wired and Wild

Reykjavik, lceland's capital, is a
study in cantrasts. Although it
li=e on the edge of a forbidding
frontier, the city is culturally rich,
hip. and ore of the most wired in
the world [per capita, loelanders
uie the Internet more than nearly
any ather papulace]. Travelers an
Erendan ‘Worldwide Vacations' 15-day Scandinasian trip can
tack on four days in lesland. Among the natural wonders: the
geotherrmal-heated Blue Lagoon, the Gullfoss orgalden water-
fall.” and Geysir, the spouting hot spring that named all others.
Watching le=landers go abouwt their savwy business just steps
from the Arctic Cirche l=aves visitars with respect for the toun-
try's people as well as for its scale. Departunes: Multiple dates,
April 26 through September 26, 2004; from 52,5654,

Interior Heating Zone

Although many travelers corme to lozland o ses= its raw natural
beauty, theres also a draw in the ctory of its people who clawed
their way through a freezing history to create a civilized, tech-
mzlogically advanced society. Princess Cruises’ 12-day voyage
from England aboard the 1,200-passenger Ropo! Princess makes
a stop in Reykjavik, where an enorrmous geothermal field at the
base of Maunt Hengill generates immeanse pawer. Americans
wihia ses the Mesjaes|lir Fower Plant, which use=s nathing but the
earth's h=at to generate 150 rmegawatts of power, may find
thermsehees suddenly incensed by the power bill awaiting them
at home. Departure: June 4, 2004; from S2090.

Friends, Icelanders, Countrymen
Thingwellir Mational Park’s wild terrain = blach cliffs on one side
and the country's largest lake, Thingeallavatn, on the other =
seems an improbable seat of government. But the althing
(cauncil of leaders) first met hene in AD 930, making it theworld's
aldest parliament. Fram atop Logkerg, one of the black cliffs,
anciert politicians rained oratory on their fellow patricians far
below. After Lindblad Expeditions’ 14:-day roundstrip sailing
from Oslo on the no-passenger Endeavour, travelers can oons
timwe with a five-day lceland excursion: hiking across lawa fields,
soaking in a geathermal pool, riding the island's sturdy ponies.
Departures: June 29 and July 30, 2204; fram 55,692 lceland
extension from §1,845.

Come for the View, Stay for the Grass
MWational Geographic Expeditions’ ten-day exploration of
lceland includes a stap in lokulsangljifur National Park to view
Europe’s most powesrful waterfall, Dettifoss (all the power of
Wiagara without the kitsch). &n optional flight on the seventh
day lands an isolated Grimsey [ey meaning island) within the
Arctic Circle, where grassy plains cover a raised plateau edged
by 330-foot cliffs. Ancient Icelanders aften starved on the barren
mainland, but the hardy inhabitants of Grimsey used
thie cliff birds and the rich fishing to stave off hunger,
and they ate the witamin-C-rich grass to prevent soury.
Departwres- luly 7 and August 4, 2004; from 54,780,

Mo, Really, It's Just Like the Moon
& cluster of walcanoes endlessly carves and recarves the
dramatic landscape of northern lceland’s Mgeatn (vt
means lake). Travooa's 12-day journey throwgh lceland
and Greenland includes a day in the Mywatn region.
Wiolcanic actiwity ower the last thousand years |yester-
day, by a gealogist's standards) created a badland of
lava pillars, go-odd islands detting the lake, and enar-
mous craters. Ask to pause at nearby Eldhraun, a bamren lava
field where Apalle n astronauts, training far their upcoming
meonwalk, wandered awlkwardly in 1gbs, Departure: July 12,
2004 from 57,495

Not-so-Greenland

lczland and Gresnland are misnormers. leeland is far and away
thex greener of the twa, and Sreenland'’s icy expanse - go per-
cent of the country is frozen cwer = shocks many visitars. On
Intraw's 1&-day woyage aboard the i1zi-passenger Clipper
Adventurer, trave lers can comipare the countries. Tree, leeland is
cold: & day on the massive Vatnajaloull [eked is lkelandic for gla-
cier) weill be chilly. But polar explorers train on Yatnajokull far
midwinter crossings of Greenland, a far harsher place. On the
trip’s tenth day the ship reaches the island of Skjoldungen, one
af Greenland's maost unspoiled ecosystems, where Zodiacs ferry
hairdy souls ta shore. Those who opt out of the frigid excursion
can settle inwith some coooa and wait for the northern lights
lespecially visible in late surmmer). Departure: Sugust 6, 2004;
fram 55,840
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